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minded could be misled by a direct approach of this kind and resort was
had to the stratagem of creating a number of new international bodies,
controlled and financed from Moscow, but apparently independent and
idealistic in their aims. The most important of them were the World
Peace Council, the World Federation of Trade Unions and the World
Federation of Democratic Youth. They will be discussed in detail in a
later chapter.
An examination of the continual changes and contradictions in Soviet
foreign policy during the last decade would be more appropriate in a
history of power politics than in a study of Communism.^ We are only
concerned to note that the present attitude of the U.S.S.R. to the world is
a natural, historical development from the revolution of October 1917,
The recent fluctuations of Russian policy between bellicosity and talk
of peaceful co-existence must not make us forget that militancy was
inherent in Russian Communism* When the hopelessness of rapidly
bringing about a world revolution by force became apparent, the
U.S.S.R. relapsed into a malevolent isolationism. 'Socialism in one
country* could only be achieved if that country was shut off from contact
with the outside world, and the Iron Curtain was erected not only to
exclude contaminating influences, but also to prevent the Russian people
from discovering that life under the capitalist system was far different
from that which they were taught to believe* This isolationism
was purely tactical and the aim of making the world Communist,
either by force of arms or by fomenting revolution, was never
abandoned.
Since that time three changes have taken place. In the first place the
'Thaw* had a double effect, It enabled the Russian people to make clear
their desire for peace and the apprehensions which they had felt regarding
the truculent international policy of Stalin, while at the same time, it
made it very important for government to direct some of the national
resources from defence to the production of consumer goods* The im-
provement of the standard of living had become a condition of survival
for the Soviet Government, and war could make that condition impos-
sible of fulfilment Truculence in external relations must, therefore, not
be carried too far.
Secondly, Russia's industrial production had increased more rapidly
than even her rulers can have expected. In fifteen or twenty years* time,
even though her general economic level may be below that of the U.S.Av
it is now more than possible that in respect of those industries on which
military might depends, she will be the most powerful country in the